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Late Edition 


Today, windy, much-colder, some 
sun, high 32. Tonight, cloudier, snow 
showers late, low 27. Tomorrow, 
snow shower early, clouds and sun, 
high 34. Weather map, Page A24. 
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SALVOS BY TRUMP 
ESCALATE DISPUTE 
ON HARASSMENT 


A SWIPE AT GILLIBRAND 


Accusations First Made 
During Election Lead 
to Angry Tweets 


By MICHAEL TACKETT 


WASHINGTON — President 
Trump put himself once more at 
the center of the sexual har- 
assment debate on Tuesday, re- 
peating his contention that the 
women who have accused him of 
misconduct fabricated the allega- 
tions and describing Senator 
Kirsten E. Gillibrand of New York, 
one of his leading critics, as a 
“lightweight” who “would do any- 
thing” for campaign contribu- 
tions. 

In derisive morning Twitter 
posts, the president responded to 
three of the women who had come 
forward on Monday to renew their 
charges from last year that Mr. 
Trump had sexually assaulted 
them before he entered politics, 
and to Ms. Gillibrand after she 
called on him to resign on Monday. 

In the closing weeks of the 2016 
presidential campaign, Mr. Trump 
was put on the defensive by the 
appearance of an “Access Holly- 
wood” tape. He was heard in the 
recording boasting of sexual con- 
quests and celebrity entitlement, 
and the ensuing reaction led to a 
number of women coming for- 
ward to describe specific episodes 
that included walking in on them 
changing during beauty pageants 
as well as groping and kissing 
them. But Mr. Trump seemed to 
have weathered those accusa- 
tions until the flood of recent alle- 
gations against powerful men re- 
vived the issue of sexual har- 
assment with a newfound fury. 

By responding so aggressively 
on Tuesday, the president ensured 
that calls for renewed scrutiny of 
the women’s allegations would 
gain new momentum and that 
Democrats, who have ag- 
gressively recruited women to 
run for Congress, will have a vola- 
tile new issue in the midterm elec- 
tions next year. 

“Historically, Democrats have 
run against Republicans on a war 
on women theme,” said Christine 
Matthews, a Republican pollster. 
“The success that Democrats had 
using the war on women theme 
had started to fade away, but now 
there is no denying that Republi- 
cans have a problem with women 
right now and most of these are 
self inflicted. This has far-ranging 
consequences for 2018.” 

In addition to his criticism of 
Ms. Gillibrand, the president de- 
nied knowing or meeting many of 
his accusers, but that assertion 
was immediately undermined 
when photographs of Mr. Trump 
with some of the women began to 
appear. 

Ms. Gillibrand, who said she 
learned of the president’s tweet 
while she was attending a biparti- 
san Bible study on Tuesday morn- 


Continued on Page A18 


F.B.I. Texts Scrutinized 


F.B.I. officials involved in an in- 
quiry of the Trump campaign’s 
ties to Russia messaged that Clin- 
ton “just has to win.” Page Al5. 
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Democrat Wins Pivotal Alabama Senate Seat 
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Doug Jones and his wife, Louise, thanked supporters in Birmingham, Ala., on Tuesday night after Mr. Jones beat his Republican rival. 


Frenzy of Talks 


In Final Sprint 
‘To a Tax Vote 


By ALAN RAPPEPORT 
and THOMAS KAPLAN 


WASHINGTON — Republican 
lawmakers, scrambling to reach 
agreement on a final tax bill that 
they hope to pass next week, are 
coalescing around a plan that 
would slightly raise the proposed 
corporate tax rate, lower the top 
rate on the richest Americans and 
scale back the existing mortgage 
interest deduction. 

In a frenzy of last-minute nego- 
tiations, Republicans drew closer 
to agreement on nudging the cor- 
porate tax rate to 21 percent, up 
from the 20 percent in the bills 
that passed the House and Senate 
but still lower than the current 35 
percent corporate rate, according 
to a lawmaker and a person 
briefed on the discussions. 

They are also considering low- 
ering the top individual tax rate to 
37 percent, from the current top 
rate of 39.6 percent, to assuage 
concerns from some wealthy tax- 
payers who fear that their tax bills 
could rise under the current legis- 
lation, which eliminates a host of 
individual tax breaks. 

Another closely watched 
change centers on the ability to 
deduct the interest on mortgage 
debt. Lawmakers are discussing 
limiting the deduction to mort- 
gage debt of up to $750,000 for 
newly purchased homes, a higher 
cap than the $500,000 limit in the 
House-passed bill but lower than 
the $1 million limit that currently 
exists and remains in the Senate- 
passed bill, according to Senator 
John Kennedy, Republican of Lou- 
isiana. 

The negotiations come as law- 
makers in the House and Senate 
seek to align their tax bills, which 
differ in significant ways and 
must be reconciled to ensure 
enough Republican support to 


Continued on Page A15 


Allegations Against Restaurateur: ‘I Was Scared’ 


By JULIA MOSKIN 
and KIM SEVERSON 


Natalie Saibel, a longtime serv- 
er at the Spotted Pig, a West Vil- 
lage restaurant with celebrity in- 
vestors, didn’t quit in 2015 after 
the owner, Ken Friedman, ran his 
hands over her buttocks and then 
her groin in a room crowded with 
customers, joking that he was 
searching her pockets for a forbid- 
den cellphone. 

Amy Dee Richardson, a bar 
manager there, didn’t quit in 2004, 
when she says Mr. Friedman bit 
her on the waist as he bent down 
to duck under the bar. Neither did 
Trish Nelson, a longtime server 
who said he grabbed her head and 
pulled it toward his crotch in front 
of Amy Poehler in 2007 as Ms. Nel- 
son knelt to collect glasses from a 
low shelf. 

But one night in 2012, Mr. Fried- 
man pushed Ms. Nelson too far, 


she said: He invited her into his 
car to smoke marijuana and al- 
most immediately lunged forward 
and pushed his tongue into her 
mouth. 

“I was scared,” she recalled. “I 
couldn’t believe it. I had worked 
for him for six 
years.” 

Ms. Nelson, 
40, said she 
was pinned 
against the car 
door, but man- 
aged to open it 
and scramble 


out. She gave P. 
notice within 
days. “I was Ken Friedman 


terrified to tell 
anyone why,’ she said. “Ken 
bragged about blacklisting people 
all the time. And we saw it hap- 
pen.” 

From almost the day in 2004 
that it opened on West llth Street 
with the backing of investors like 


Jay-Z, Michael Stipe and the ce- 
lebrity chef Mario Batali, the Spot- 
ted Pig shot to the top of the list of 
New York City’s hottest restau- 
rants and stayed there. A clubby 
place whose third floor is a re- 
nowned private playroom for 
handpicked V.I.Ps, the Spotted 
Pig has racked up Michelin stars 
and accolades for its chef, April 
Bloomfield. In 2016, the James 
Beard Foundation named Mr. 
Friedman, known for his char- 
isma and business acumen, its 
outstanding restaurateur of the 
year. 

But in more than two dozen in- 
terviews with former employees 
of the Spotted Pig and other 
restaurants owned by Mr. Fried- 
man and Ms. Bloomfield, a dark 
behind-the-scenes portrait 
emerged of the owner and the 
workplaces he runs. 

Even by the loose standards of 


Continued on Page A16 
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TENDING TO HAITI’S DEAD 


In impoverished Port-au-Prince, the only thing harder to afford than life is death. 


SPECIAL SECTION TODAY 


Deep Red State State Deals 


a Stinging Rebuke 
to the President 


By ALEXANDER BURNS 
and JONATHAN MARTIN 


BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — Doug 
Jones, a Democratic former pros- 
ecutor who mounted a seemingly 
quixotic Senate campaign in the 
face of Republican dominance 
here, defeated his scandal- 
scarred opponent, Roy S. Moore, 
after a brutal campaign marked 
by accusations of sexual abuse 
and child molestation against the 
Republican, according to The As- 
sociated Press. 

The upset delivered an unimag- 
ined victory for Democrats and 
shaved Republicans’ unstable 
Senate majority to a single seat. 

Mr. Jones’s victory could have 
significant consequences on the 
national level, snarling Republi- 
cans’ legislative agenda in Wash- 
ington and opening, for the first 
time, a realistic but still difficult 
path for Democrats to capture the 
Senate next year. It amounted toa 
stinging snub of President Trump, 
who broke with much of his party 
and fully embraced Mr. Moore’s 
candidacy, seeking to rally sup- 
port for him in the closing days of 
the campaign. 

Amid thunderous applause 
from his supporters at a down- 
town hotel, Mr. Jones held up his 
victory as a message to Washing- 
ton from voters fed up with poli- 
tical warfare. For once, he said, 
Alabama had declined to take “the 
wrong fork” at a political cross- 
roads. 

“We have shown the country 
the way that we can be unified,” 
Mr. Jones declared, draping his 
election in the language of recon- 
ciliation and consensus. “This en- 
tire race has been about dignity 
and respect. This campaign has 
been about the rule of law.” 

Mr. Trump tweeted his congrat- 
ulations to Mr. Jones “on a hard 
fought victory.” 

“The people of Alabama are 
great, and the Republicans will 
have another shot at this seat ina 
very short period of time. It never 
ends!” he wrote. 

Propelled by a backlash against 
Mr. Moore, an intensely polarizing 
former judge who was accused of 
sexually assaulting young girls, 
Mr. Jones overcame the state’s 
daunting demographics and deep 
cultural conservatism. His cam- 
paign targeted African-American 
voters with a sprawling, muscular 
turnout operation, and appealed 
to educated whites to turn their 
backs on the Republican Party. 

Those pleas paid off on Tuesday, 
as precincts in Birmingham and 
its suburbs handed Mr. Jones 
overwhelming margins while he 
also won convincingly in 
Huntsville and other urban cen- 
ters. The abandonment of Mr. 
Moore by affluent white voters 
along with strong support from 
black voters proved decisive, al- 
lowing Mr. Jones to transcend Ala- 
bama’s rigid racial polarization 
and assemble a winning coalition. 
And solidifying Mr. Jones’s vic- 
tory were the Republican-leaning 
Alabamians who chose to write in 
the name of a third candidate 
rather than back one of the two 
major party nominees. Over 
20,000 voters here cast write-in 
ballots. 

To progressive voters here, Mr. 
Jones’s victory marked a long- 


Continued on Page A20 


Californians Brave Fires, but Flee Cost of Living 


By CONOR DOUGHERTY 


OAKLAND, Calif. — Russel Lee 
and his wife spent the past few 
years going online to do the de- 
pressing math of how much less 
housing costs pretty much every- 
where that isn’t California. They 
looked at Idaho, Arizona, North 
Carolina and Kentucky, but Mr. 


Lee, who was born in San Fran- 
cisco and has lived in the Bay Area 
his entire life, could never quite 
make the move. Then the fires 
came. 

In October, as the most destruc- 
tive wildfire in state history swept 
through Northern California, Mr. 
Lee’s three-bedroom home in 
Santa Rosa was consumed by the 
flames. He lost everything: his 


tools, his guns, his childhood re- 
port cards. Forced to confront the 
decision of whether to stay and re- 
build or pick up and go some- 
where else, Mr. Lee finally de- 
cided it was time to go. He used 
the insurance payment to buy a 
$150,000 home outside Knoxville, 
Tenn., and will soon leave Califor- 


Continued on Page A21 


Globe's Autocrats Echo Trump’s 


By STEVEN ERLANGER 


BRUSSELS — President 
Trump routinely invokes the 
phrase “fake news” as a rhetorical 
tool to undermine opponents, 
rally his political base and try to 
discredit a mainstream American 
media that is aggressively investi- 
gating his presidency. 


But he isn’t the only leader en- 
amored with the phrase. Follow- 
ing Mr. Trump’s example, many of 
the world’s autocrats and dicta- 
tors are taking a shine to it, too. 

When Amnesty International 
released a report about prison 
deaths in Syria, the Syrian presi- 
dent, Bashar al-Assad, retorted 
that “we are living in a fake-news 
era.” President Nicolas Maduro of 


‘Fake News’ Cry 


Venezuela, who is steadily rolling 
back democracy in his country, 
blamed the global media for “lots 
of false versions, lots of lies,” say- 
ing “this is what we call ‘fake 
news’ today.” 

In Myanmar, where interna- 
tional observers accuse the mili- 
tary of conducting a genocidal 


Continued on Page Al2 
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Brazil’s New H.I.V. Approach 


A preventive drug will be given free to 
eligible Brazilians at 35 public health 
PAGE A8 


clinics in 22 cities. 


A Barcelona Prison’s Ghosts 

The cells of an old prison tell a story of 
Catalonia’s conflict and agitators that 
PAGE A6 


stretches back decades. 


NATIONAL A13-21 


changed much. 


Roots of Russian Disinformation 


In the 1980s, the Soviets spread lies 
about AIDS. Moscow’s tactics, including 
meddling in the U.S. election, haven’t 


Where Students Learn the Most 


Anew analysis of elementary school 
test scores defies conventional wisdom 
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about wealth and education. PAGE A13 
NEW YORK A22-25 
Visa Programs on the Spot 


Two men charged in terrorist attacks 
entered the U.S. through programs that 
the president wants to end. 
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A Charming ‘Last Jedi’ 

The latest “Star Wars” movie, with 
Daisy Ridley, above, unites past and 
present, Manohla Dargis writes. PAGE Cl 


Fine-Tuning Trump's Television 
If the president must watch so much 
TV, he should avoid those cable news 
shows, James Poniewozik says. PAGE Cl 


BUSINESS DAY B1-7 


Harassed at Work, and Ignored 


Employees who complain of sexual 
misconduct are often dismayed that 
human resources departments and 
anti-harassment training sessions don’t 
help. So where can they turn? 


Disney Set for Huge Fox Deal 


The Walt Disney Company was said to 
be close to acquiring most of the 21st 
Century Fox movie and TV empire in a 
$60 billion-plus transaction that could 
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FOOD D1-10 
The Best of 2017 


Our food critics (and critical readers) 
weigh in on a year full of great tastes, 
experiences and surprises. 
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